St Patrick’s parish
142 Princes Hwy, Pakenham
Parish Office: 03 5941 7315 – closed on Wednesday
 Parish Website: www.stpatrickspakenham.com.au
 Email: sacraments@stpatrickspakenham.com.au



Sacrament Program 2026
Welcome to the 2026 Sacrament Program for St Patrick’s Parish, Pakenham. This information is published by the Parish Sacrament Team with the approval of Fr Jeff, and it provides important dates and practical information that you need to know regarding the Sacraments for 2026. Requirements for parents and children have been clearly outlined. The team welcomes the opportunity to work with you in this journey of faith. 
For the Primary School Child, ‘Education in Faith’ takes place in several environments. They are: 
· Your FAMILY, where the child learns to LIVE their faith. 
· The PARISH, where the child learns to CELEBRATE their faith. 
· The SCHOOL/CATECHIST PROGRAM, where the child learns to KNOW their faith. 
These three environments work hand-in-hand in promoting the overall faith growth of your child. 
This pack contains information about your child’s Reconciliation and First Holy Communion as follows: 
· Commitment Certificate & Enrolment Form 
· Important Dates and information for Workshops & Ceremony 
· How to book your Ceremony 
· Information on stoles and how to decorate them if you wish 
· Prayer card to give to a parishioner or family member/friend to pray for you during your preparation. Please complete the prayer card and return it to us together with your enrolment form and certificates. 




We look forward to supporting you and your child as they take the next step in their faith journey and help to deepen your child’s relationship with God. 
Policy for full Initiation of children into the Sacramental Life of the Faith Community
Here at St Patrick’s Parish, we are committed to a Family centred, Parish based, School and Catechist supported Sacrament Program as outlined in the Sale Diocesan Policy. 
We believe that the Sacraments of Initiation are part of a process that takes place over many years. They begin with Baptism and include Communion and Reconciliation and complete it with the Sacrament of Confirmation. There are many people who play a role in this process. 
The Role of Families
Parents are the first teachers of their children in the ways of faith, particularly by the example of their lives. Parents are also the most influential teachers of their children. Nobody else has the same power to shape the attitudes and values of a child. Your involvement in Sacrament preparation can never be replaced. The practice of your faith is the best example you can give. Knowledge is not the key factor here, but faith and a willingness to spend time sharing that faith with your child. 
Parents and guardians are expected: 
· To register their child for the sacrament, read the information provided & ask questions if needed. 
· To attend regular masses especially Commitment and Blessing Masses. 
· To attend Parent Workshop. 
· To return all relevant paperwork, etc. by the due date. 
· To attend and be part of their journey in the preparation classes


The Role of the Parish
A Christian family lives within a wider Parish Community which also has a responsibility to share its faith and nurture your child. The Parish is responsible for coordinating Sacrament preparation and for providing any necessary resources. This is a role of assisting families who are involved in the Sacrament program, and of providing faith education for both adults and children. 

The Role of the Parish School
One of the ways in which the Parish fulfils its responsibilities in Sacrament preparation is through the involvement of the Parish School. Units relevant to the Sacraments are taught at every level of the school (Foundation-Year 6). This means that the children’s understanding and learning is helped to develop throughout their school life at a level appropriate to them. 

The Role of the Catechist Program
This program is available for children not attending one of our Parish Catholic Schools. It is offered in preparation for each Sacrament. The role of the Catholic school and Parish Catechist program is to support and formalise the faith formation which happens in the home. It is important that children experience their parents as their first educators in faith and that Catholic practice is something they associate primarily with home, rather than school. 

Our Sacrament Team
Fr. Jeff Kleynjans (Parish Priest) 
Mary Robinson (Sacrament Co-ordinator) 
Tresa Andrews (REL, St Patrick PS) 
Alisha Johnston (REL, St Clare PS)

Our team works together to provide support and encouragement for families. We plan and help to organise the preparation and celebration of the Sacraments
PARISH MASSES
Weekends:
Saturday 6:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am, 10:30 am and 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 5.00 pm 

Weekday: 
Monday – No Mass
Tuesday – 6.00pm
Wednesday to Saturday – 9.30 am 
*Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Reconciliation occur from 10.00 am to 10.45 am on Saturday
(Changes do occur, so please check our weekly bulletin and parish website) 

	RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)
	
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION


	In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we are given the opportunity to say sorry before God and make peace with God, our family and our friends. 

This Sacrament of Reconciliation is God’s great love and a sign of forgiveness, absolution and healing.  It is also a way to prepare your heart to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus. 
	As baptised members of the Church, the Celebration of Eucharist is the liturgical focus of our community.

The community gathers around the altar to remember Christ’s death and resurrection, to give thanks and praise to God and to be nourished with the body and blood spiritually.



Children are expected to have been baptised in the Catholic Church before receiving the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. A copy of your child’s Baptism (and Reconciliation for those only receiving first Holy Communion) certificate needs to be attached to the enrolment forms. 


IMPORTANT DATES
Return of forms:
Children are required to bring their enrolment forms, certificates, permission slips and prayer cards when they attend one of the followings masses. These must be handed over to the Sacrament co-ordinator or placed in the box that will be available.
Weekend masses of the 9th and 10th May
Parent and child Workshop 
A parent and child Workshop will be held on Thursday 21st May 2026 at 7.00 pm in the Parish Hall. 
Commitment Masses 
Children are required to attend one of the followings masses to confirm their commitment to the program and receiving the Sacraments
Saturday 20th June 2026 at 6.00 pm 
Sunday 21st June 2026 at 9.00 am 10.30 am and 5.00 pm
Blessing of Children Masses 
Saturday 18th July 2026 at 6.00 pm 
Sunday 19th July 2026 at 9.00 am, 10:30 am and 5.00 pm 
Catechist Classes 
A commitment of preparation classes for children NOT enrolled in Catholic schools will be held on Wednesdays at 5.00 pm in the Parish Hall. The dates are:
	Wednesday 27th May
	Preparation for Reconciliation

	Wednesday 3rd June
	Preparation for Reconciliation

	Wednesday 10th June
	First Reconciliation ceremony

	Wednesday 17th June
	Preparation for First Holy Communion

	Wednesday 24th June
	Preparation for First Holy Communion

	Wednesday 15th July
	Preparation for First Holy Communion



Reflection Day:
This year we will be having a reflection day in conjunction with the schools. This will be during the day on Wednesday 22nd July 2026, and your child may need to have a day off school. 
Ceremonies
Reconciliation – Children of St Patrick’s School will take place in school on Wednesday 9th June 2026 at 9:45am. 
Reconciliation – Children of St Clare’s School will take place in school on Wednesday 3rd June 2026 at 6:00pm.
Reconciliation – Catechist Children who do not belong to either of the schools will take place on the Wednesday 10th June at 5:00pm during the scheduled class time.


First Holy Communion Celebration Mass will be over 2 weekends 
(Bookings for the First Holy Communion Mass will be advised closer to the date together with the opening and closing times and QR Code)
	Saturday 25th July 2026 at 6.00pm
	Sunday 26th July 2026 at 9:00am and 10.30 am


	Saturday 1st August 2026 at 6.00pm
	Sunday 2nd August 2026 at 9:00am, 10.30 am and 5pm



Dress Code:  Neat casual wear and generally white dresses / suits. Please bear in mind you are in a church where modesty and reverence should be observed.
Stoles: If you choose to use a stole you may wish to add the Sacrament that your child is now receiving to your existing Baptism stole or make a new one.  You can contact Therese Ridgeway on Mobile: 0478 271 331, rosarium153@gmail.com

 First Holy Communion Bookings
 The following guidelines will make your task much simpler and quicker: 
1. ONLY a booking for the child is necessary. NO other attendees require a booking. 

2. When booking for your child you will also need to ensure the child’s name is spelt correctly. This information is used to print certificates so please check spelling. 
 We will also need you to provide the name of the school they attend. 

If unforeseen circumstances arise and bookings need to be cancelled or changed after the close date you will need to email sacraments@stpatrickspakenham.com.au
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