
PARISH OFFICE: 142 Princes Hwy Pakenham 3810 Ph: 5941 7315 

WEB: www.stpatrickspakenham.com.au 
Parish Office Hours: Mon/Tue/Thu/Fri 9.00am-3.00pm, Wed - Closed 

 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish acknowledges the Bunurong people, the traditional custodians of this land, who walked upon and cared 
for it for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
************************************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Our Parish is committed to the safety, well-being and dignity of all children, young people and adults at risk. Any concerns, please contact the 

Safeguarding Officer via email safeguarding@stpatrickspakenham.com.au 

2nd Sunday of Advent: 6 – 7 December 2025 

**Please Turn Your Mobile Phones Off or Place Them On Silent Mode** 

ST PATRICK’S BREASTPLATE 

I arise today, through the strength of heaven; Light of sun, Splendour of fire, 

Speed of lightning, Swiftness of wind, Depth of sea, Stability of earth, Firmness 

of rock. I arise today, through God’s strength to pilot me; God’s might to uphold 

me, God’s wisdom to guide me, God’s eye to look 

before me, God’s ear to hear me, God’s word to speak 

for me, God’s hand to guard me, God’s way to lie 

before me, God’s shield to protect me, God’s hosts to 

save me, afar and anear, alone or in a multitude. 

Christ shield me today against wounding Christ with 

me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ on my 

right, Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down, Christ 

when I sit down, Christ in the heart of everyone who 

thinks of me, Christ in the mouth of everyone who 

speaks of me, Christ in the eye that sees me, Christ in 

the ear that hears me. I arise today through the mighty 

strength of the Lord of all creation. Amen 
 

 

THANK YOU: To Matt Fidow and his helper Antonia Fidow for generously 
volunteering to paint our timber fascia.  
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: And best wishes to Fr Tony Doran for Thursday the 11th 
of December. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS: To parishioner Liz Roberts, on her recent election to 
the role of Deputy Mayor of Cardinia Shire Council. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS HAMPER APPEAL:  Members of the 
Pakenham Conference of St Vincent de Paul thank St Patrick's parishioners 
for their gifts and monetary donations. Donations big or small are still being 
accepted. Envelopes are also in the foyer. As with previous years a Christmas 
Tree has been erected with tags showing items that are needed in case you 
wish to donate. Please return items by Sunday 14th December as the 
hampers and toys will be packed on Monday 15th December for collection on 
Tuesday 16th December. Please do not wrap the presents. Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 

LECTORS / READERS / EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Due to a few 
discrepancies, please disregard your old roster and collect your new one from 
the foyer   
 

COMBINED CHOIR REHEARSALS: For Midnight Mass are held every 
Wednesday at 7.30 pm. Please contact Auxillia or Maria on 0405 844 557 or 
0433 640 828 if you would like to join the choir. 
 

ADVENT REFLECTION: “THE PROMISE”: In preparation for the new 
Liturgical Year the parish is warmly inviting you to join in this Advent retreat, 
the next session will be on the 9th of December at 5.00pm.  
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS: Available for Sale at the Piety Stall $10.00 
   

FAREWELL: to Mr Vincent Feeney, principal of St Francis Xavier College, 

Beaconsfield. as he begins his retirement. We thank him for all his hard work 

and wish him the very best for the future. 
 

MASSES 
SUNDAY  

Saturday vigil: 6.00pm  

Sunday:          9.00am, 10.30am 

         5.00pm (1st and 3rd) 

WEEKDAYS 

Mon: 9.30 am Solemnity of 

        The Immaculate Conception 

Tue:  6.00pm  

Wed: 9.30am            

Thu:  8.30 am 

Fri:    9.30 am  

         End of year Mass St Patrick’s PS    

Sat:   9.30am 

RECONCILIATION  

Sat:   10.00am – 10.30am 
 

EXPOSITION/BENEDICTION 
Sat:   10.45 am     
BAPTISMS 
1st & 3rd Saturdays: 11.15am 

PARISH PRIEST  

Fr Jeff Kleynjans  

Jeff.Kleynjans@cdsale.org.au 

PRESBYTERY  
144 Princes Hwy, Pakenham  
Phone: 5941 8031 
 

SECRETARY 
Andrea Jayawardena  
parishoffice@stpatrickspakenham.com.au 
 

SACRAMENT CO-ORDINATOR 
sacraments@stpatrickspakenham.com.au 
 

PASTORAL CARE 
Katrina Venn 
katrina@stpatrickspakenham.com.au 
 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
Terry Wynne 
safeguarding@stpatrickspakenham.com.au 
 

FR JEFF’S DIARY  

Mon: Mass at 9.30am/Office  

Tue:  Office/Warragul  

Wed: Office 

Thu:  Office 

Fri:    Mass at 9.30am/Warragul 
 

PARISH INFORMATION 
BAPTISMS / RCIA / RCIC 
Please contact the Parish Office 
 

MARRIAGES 
At least six months’ notice requested. 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 
www.sale.catholic.org.au/professional-
standards 
 

KIDS HELPLINE: 1800 55 1800 or  
kidshelpline.com.au     
(Concerned adults can call for advice) 
 

CatholicCare: 1800 522 076 or 

1 Rogers Street Pakenham 
(Counselling Services)  

http://www.stpatrickspakenham.com.au/
mailto:parishoffice@stpatrickspakenham.com.au
mailto:sacraments@stpatrickspakenham.com.au
mailto:katrina@stpatrickspakenham.com.au
about:blank
about:blank


PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Frs. Michael Willemsen, Bernie Krotwaar & Peter 
Slater, as well as John Burhop, Betz Fernandez, Rina Rocca, Hamil Nathanielsz, 
Tamara Corteling, Carmel Clemann, David  Gudgeon, Anjali Hase, Anthony Morrill, 
Mary De Costa, Ana Grgic, Margaret Gudgeon, Robert Gudgeon  

[Names will be removed after one month, unless we are advised otherwise] 
 

THE SOULS OF: Patricia Halion, Cordelia Bastianz, Desmond Clancy, Mark Silke 
Antonio La Monaca & Matthew Cunningham and all the faithful departed souls 
whose anniversaries occur at this time 

‘Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace’. 

 

PRAYER / MASS REQUESTS: There are no more days left to offer Masses for the 
remainder of 2025. If you want one this year, we will send them to priests who can 
celebrate them on your behalf. Please do not use the St Vincent de Paul 
envelopes in the foyer for Mass requests. 
 

BULLETIN NOTICES: Must be sent to the parish office by 10.00am Thursday. 
 

ROSTERS: For all Ministries are on display in the foyer. Please check them 
regularly, and if you are unable to minister on your allocated date, it is your 
responsibility to swap with someone else.  
 
 

BAPTISMS: Parents wishing to have their children Baptised are 

required to attend a Baptism Preparation Session. Next session, 

5.30pm, Wednesday, February 4th, in the Welcome room.  

Please enrol through the parish website or contact Andrea at the 

parish office on 5941 7315.  

RCIA: Preparation classes on Wednesday, 7.00pm to 8.30pm 

RCIC: For children aged 10-14 years are invited to join the Rite of 

Christian Initiation for Children program. All those interested, 

please email: sacraments@stpatrickspakenham.com.au 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PARISH MINISTRIES AND  
GROUPS 
 

SUNDAY MORNING CUPPA  
After 9.00am Mass in the Hall 
 

PADDY’S KITCHEN 
Sundays between 4-4.45pm 
Contact Tresa: 0421 931 888 
 

MARTHA & MARY FRIENDSHIP 
GROUP ROSARY  
Tuesday at 10.00am followed by a 
cuppa  
 

LEGION OF MARY 
Friday 10.30am 
Contact Jilsa: 0450 070 262 
     or Winnie: 0422 179 999 
 

SERVANT COMMUNITY 
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 
Thursday at 7.00pm 
Contact Jean-Claude: 0410 126 415 
 

D’VINE KIDS  
Children's Faith formation program: 
Year 3-6 2nd Friday 7- 8.30pm   
 

THE VINE YOUTH GROUP:  
1st 3rd and 5th Sundays 3.00–4.30pm.  
 

SERAPHS OF ST PAT'S 
Contact: Andrew 0468 366 820 
 

ST PATRICK’S LUNCHEON GROUP 
First Wednesday each month 
Contact Kathy 0418 679 616. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
2nd Tuesday 10.00am 
Helpline: 1800 305 330 
 

MARY’S INTERCESSORY MINISTRY 

Saturday at 10.00am 
Contact Rochelle 0401 017 752 
 

SEWING GROUP 
Thursday 10.00am 
Contact Cheryl via the Parish Office 
 

PIETY STALL  
Open Saturday and Sunday or by 
appointment through the parish office. 

 

PARISH SCHOOLS 
ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Meg Escalante (Principal) 

Phone: 5943 9000 

ST CLARE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Helen Staindl, (Principal)  

Phone: 5940 6777 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER COLLEGE 

Julie Banda, (Principal),  

Phone: 9707 3111 

 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELP       
ORANGE DOOR: 1800 319 354 

Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.00pm 

1800RESPECT: 1800 737 732 

SAFE STEPS: 1800 015 188  

NO TO VIOLENCE - MEN’S  

REFERRAL SERVICE: 1800 766 491  

Mon-Fri: 8am - 9pm,  

Sat-Sun: 9am - 6pm 

MULTI-CULTURAL CENTRE 

AGAINST FAMILY VIOLENCE:  

1800 755 988 

WAYS Emergency 

Accommodation: 9703 0044 or after 

5pm 1800 825 955 

LIFELINE: 13 11 14 

BEYOND BLUE: 1300 22 4636  

or https://www.beyondblue.org.au/ 

 

 

mailto:sacraments@stpatrickspakenham.com.au
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/


ADVENT RECONCILIATON SERVICE: Will be held here at  
St Patrick’s at 7.00pm, on Fri 19th Dec, and in the following parishes:  
10th Dec St Michael’s - Berwick 
16th Dec St Thomas The Apostle - Clyde North 
17th Dec Our Lady Help of Christians - Narre Warren 
18th Dec  St Agatha’s Catholic Church - Cranbourne 
ADVENT 2025 WITH THE CATHOLIC GUY BRUCE DOWNES: Jesus is 
Coming - Time to Get Ready. Experience the life-changing love of Christ 
and be strengthened in your faith journey this Advent alongside many 
people from around the world with The Catholic Guy, Bruce Downes. 
Online Advent Mission Retreat from 29 November. To find out more and 
register, go to: https://TheCatholicGuy.com/missionevent or 
email:  info@brucedownes.org 

JUBILEE OF PRISIONERS  
"I was in prison, and you 
came to visit me" (Mt 
25:36) Join Bishop Greg 
Bennet and the community 
at St Mary’s Cathedral for the Jubilee of Prisoners. In a world longing 

for hope, let us stand united as signs of Christ’s light. This Mass is a 

time to pray for those in prison and for those who support them. 
Date: Sunday, 14th December. Time: 9:30am, Location: St Mary’s 

Cathedral, 47 Foster Street, Sale 
 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA: Be a light in the darkness for families 
facing adversity this Christmas.  
This Christmas, we are inviting Australians to “be a 
light in the darkness” for families who are living 
through the trauma of war, displacement, and 
poverty. The intensity of the conflict in Ukraine has 
increased and more people are experiencing 

displacement and poverty. But with your support, we can bring hope to these families. Our partner, Caritas Ukraine 
are on the ground working hard to prepare food kits, emergency shelter kits and psychosocial assistance to families 
facing adversity.  
Donate today at https://www.caritas.org.au/christmas-appeal/be-the-light-in-darkness/  
 

ACYF - A HEART-FELT THANK YOU: To the St Patrick’s Parish 
Community for your generosity and support in sending 22 of our young 
people to share in the joy of the ACYF 2025; raising close to $10,000 to 
cover costs involved. Thank you especially to The Seraphs who worked so 
hard on this project to give every eligible young person in the parish the 
opportunity to attend this amazing event. Whilst we cannot name everyone, 
we would especially like to acknowledge the following: Keisha: for her 
lovely cupcakes. Janett, John, Mirabelle, Nisha & Lawrismin (and others) for supporting the sausage sizzles. 
Ron Jayawardena: for sponsoring the bus and driving us safely. Sathya & Dominic Jeyee: for providing lunches, 
and Chandimal for providing breakfasts, for the 3-day event. Neil & Nikki: for the Band: Demolition. Carmel & 
Conrad: for the backdrop & decorations for the Karaoke Night & Back to the 80’s fundraisers. Warren and 

Karine: for cooking at both events and raffle prizes. Christine F, Cynthia, Shanthi, Katrina: for the cakes. 
Christine P, Maria, Catherine, and Carmel: for the wreaths. Dominic, Warren, Healey, Richard, David, Patrick, 
Keith, Renita, Lerrisa, Warren, Dave, Andrea, Katrina, Br Tony, Siji & Fr Jeff, for everything they did to assist 
in various ways, and particularly to each and every parishioner for wholeheartedly supporting our young people, 
we say Thank You  sending you all a big, warm hug! 

 

Inaugurating a New Humanity by Michael Tate: John proclaimed that the reign of God was ‘at hand’ as he 
immersed and plunged followers into the waters of the Jordan River. (His nickname was John the Immerser, or 
‘baptiser’ in the Greek.) He used flowing water to symbolise the washing away of the past for those who repented 
so that they could be totally focused on the ‘at hand’ person who would inaugurate God’s kingdom.  
In this passage, John does not identify the ‘Someone’! But he realised that this ‘Someone’ would have divine power 
to affect the future by immersing, baptising, his followers with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
At this stage of Advent, we should be like John’s disciples, filled with a sense of anticipation, looking forward to the 
coming towards us (‘Advent’ in Latin) of the One who can flood our minds and bodies with the Holy Spirit and can 
immerse our hearts in Divine Fire. We could pause for a moment to thank God that, even though we are unworthy 
to carry His sandals, there is One who is coming towards us wanting to transform us with Divine Power.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://thecatholicguy.com/missionevent
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Entrance Antiphon                         Cf Isaiah 30:19,30 
O people of Sion, behold,  
the Lord will come to save the nations, 
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard  
in the joy of your heart. 
 
First Reading                         Isaiah 11:1-10 
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion 
thrusts from his roots: on him the spirit of the Lord 
rests, a spirit of wisdom and insight, a spirit of 
counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord.(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)He 
does not judge by appearances, he gives no verdict 
on hearsay, but judges the wretched with integrity, 
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the 
land. His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, his 
sentences bring death to the wicked. Integrity is the 
loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the belt about 
his hips The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies 
down with the kid, calf and lion cub feed together with 
a little boy to lead them. The cow and the bear make 
friends, their young lie down together. The lion eats 
straw like the ox. The infant plays over the cobra's 
hole; into the viper's lair the young child puts his 
hand. They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy 
mountain, for the country is filled with the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters swell the sea. That day, the 
root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples. 
It will be sought out by the nations, and its home will 
be glorious. 
The Word of the Lord – Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm   
Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of 
peace for ever. 
1. O God, give your judgement to the king,  

to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 
 

2. In his days justice shall flourish  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. (R.) 
 

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry  
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 
 

4. May his name be blessed for ever  
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. (R.) 

 
Second Reading                      Romans 15:4-9 
Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures 
was meant to teach us something about hope from 
the examples scripture gives of how people who did 
not give up, were helped by God. And may he who 
helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all to 
be tolerant with each other, following the example of 
Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you 
may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It can only be to God’s glory, then, for  
 

you to treat each other in the same friendly way as 
Christ treated you. The reason Christ became the 
servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that God 
could faithfully carry out the promises made to the 
patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory 
to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place: 
For this I shall praise you among the pagans and sing 
your name. 
The Word of the Lord – Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                              Luke 3:4. 6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel                      Matthew 3:1-12 
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he 
preached in the wilderness of Judaea, and this was 
his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah 
spoke of when he said: ‘A voice cries in the 
wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his 
paths straight’. This man John wore a garment made 
of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem 
and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made 
their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in 
the river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when 
he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, 
who warned you to fly from the retribution that is 
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the 
appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell 
yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” 
because, I tell you, God can raise children for 
Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid 
to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails 
to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on 
the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the 
one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and 
I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in 
his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather 
his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a 
fire that will never go out.’ 
The Gospel of the Lord - Praise to you Lord Jesus 
Christ  
 
Communion Antiphon            Baruch 5:5; 4:36 
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,  
and behold the joy which comes to you from God.  

 
Next Week’s Readings 

First Reading  
Isaiah 35: 1-6 10 
Second Reading   

Letter of James 5:7-10 
Gospel  

Matthew 11: 2-11 


